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them, to give unity to their observations; the 
answer, in short, to the question, in virtue of 
what property is it that the employment of a 
given substance will remove a given disease ? 
It was a deep feeling of this want that led Dr. 
Hahnemann to inquire whether there were no 
method, as yet undiscovered or unexplained, 
of solving this question, and thus attaining a 
higher degree of certainty in the steps already 


| taken, and of advancing constantly the science 


of therapeutics as well as those of anatomy, 
botany, chemistry, etc. “ It was agony,” he 
says, in a letter to Hufeland, “to walk always 
in darkness, with no other light than that 
which could be derived from works, when I 


| had to heal the sick, and to prescribe, accord- 


ing to such or such an hypothesis concerning 
diseases, substances which owed their places 
in the Materia Medica to an arbitrary deci- 
sion, I could not conscientiously treat the un- 


| known morbid conditions of my suffering 
| brethren by these unknown medicines, which 


being very’ active substances, may so easil 
£ ) ) 


| occasion death, or produce new affections and 


LECTURE ON HOMCEOPATHY. 


By Dr. Scort, or Giascow. 


'chronie maladies, often more difficult to re- 
| move than the original disease.” 
| fore laid aside the practice of medicine, till re- 


He there- 


| called by the sufferings of his own family, to 


A review of the history of medicine will 
show that one cause of the acknowledged low | 
condition of the practical department consists 
in the fact that most schools have made prac- | 
tice to depend on pathological theory. The | 
argument was, that unless both pathology and | 
pharmacology were perfect, pathology cannot 
be used as the guide in the employment of 
medicine, dwelling chiefly on the subject of | 
pathology, which was considered to be in a | 
very imperfect condition, very far indeed from | 
warranting our adoption of it as a guide. I 
propose, in the present lecture, to consider the 
state of pharmacology or the knowledge of 
the Materia Medica, and to show that the 
Homeopathic school is not only more correct 
than former schools in the object of its search, | 
viz., the knowledge of the powers of medicinal | 
substances and the general law under which | 
they act, but also in the manner in which that | 
object is pursued, i. ¢., in the manner of expe- | 
rimenting. The great want of the empiric 
school, who entered indeed, to a certain 
extent, on the right path, was a law to guile 


make a further effort at the discovery of a 
surer and less hazardous method. His deep 
feelings of devction assured him that some 
such method existed, that the sufferings 
of man had not been neglected by “ the 
Sovereign paternal goodness of Him whom 
no name can worthily designate,” and who 
‘provides liberally for their wants,” and 
strong in the faith of a constantly superintend- 
ing Providence, “‘ a God who is goodness and 
wisdom itself,” who had a meaning in every 
act, and in the bestowment of every property 
in creation, he “ Jeft the barren field of onto- 
logical explanations,” and set himself to the 
more laborious task of actual experiment. 
But how should this be conducted? He felt 
that the knowledge derived from experiments 
on the sick had already proved itself insuffi- 
cient, and resolved rather to “ observe the 
manner in which medicinal substances act 
upon the body of man in the tranquil state of 
health. The changes which they then occa- 
sion,” he felt assured “do not take place in 
vain. Perhaps this is the only language in 
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which the substances can express to the obser- 
ver the end of their existence the only 
language by which they can reveal to the un- 
prejudiced observer their special tendency, the 
positive and pure energy in virtue of which 
they act upon the body, that is to say, destroy 
the harmony which constitutes health and re- 
establish it when it has been troubled by dis- 
ease.” 
my admiration of this sentence? What a 
flood of light does it throw on the mysterious 
subject of the existence of these poisonous sub- 
stances! What a grand doctrine of Natural 
Theology is herein contained ! 


Having determined that the proper sub- | 
ject for experiment was a person in health, he | 


began with himself, and then extended his ex- 
perimei.ts to others. ‘The result of these ex- 
periments, and of a very learned and extensive 
research into the annals of medicine, was a 
full conviction that the great curative law 
was expressed in the three words similia 


similibus curantur,—a law dimly hinted at | 


as early as Hippocrates, confirmed from time 
to time at every intervening period, and actu- 
ally expressed by Stahl, a physician, about his 
own time, but never allowed to exert its legi- 
timate inflaence—never illustrated in its vari- 


May I pause for a moment to express | 


a fluid resembling blood ; and if we may judge 
by the very common language of physicians 
and classification of medicines, we have not 
yet ceased to regard medicines as tonic be- 
cause of their bitter taste. But in reality, we 
are not warranted to act on the a prior! me- 
| thod, however far our investigation may have 
been carried ; the minatest chemical analysis 
will not warrant our employment of any par- 
ticular substance, simply on the ground of the 
properties discovered in it, unless these pro- 
perties happen to be identical with those of 
|other substances already familiar, which is 
plainly not simply an a priori employment of 
a new substance, but an argument from ana- 
logy, a *‘ transitus a similibus.” No doubt, 
accurate examination of substances, according 
to their chemical or botanical character, may 
| assist us much in our inquiry into their appli- 
cability in medicine, and put us on the way to 
more thorough experiments, but they can 
never form the basis of a good Materia Medica. 
2d. We must then come to actual experi- 
|ments. Should this be on the sick or on the 
| healthy? Before Hahnemann, and ever since 
| his time, except in a few very recent cases, in 
which his precepts have been followed beyond 
the precincts of his school, the general practice 


ous details, nor adopted as the great rule of | was to make experiments on the sick: and 
practice. “ This law,” he says, “ I | with what result? Take into your hands any 
have now followed for many years, without | standard work on Materia Medica, eay Thom- 
ever having found it necessary to revert to the | son’s London Dispensatory, and after reading 
ordinary medicine And what has been | the account of the most fully-described and fa- 
the result? 
I would not exchange for all the most vaunted | are not left almost ignorant of their peculiar 
blessings of the world, the satisfaction which I | properties, and of the circumstances in which 


It has been what it ought to be. | miliarly-employed medicines, say whether you 


have derived from this method.” 

Such is an outline of the course pursued by 
Dr. Hahnemann, which it seemed right to 
present. We may now revert to a more 
minute investigation of the subject. 

Ist. By what means shall we arrive at a 
knowledge of the properties of medicinal sub- 
stances? By a method @ priori ora pos- 
teriori? By inferences drawn from their sen- 
sible qualities, or from the influence they are 
found to exert on the human body? If the 
latter, is it by experiments on the healthy or 
on the sick that we shall obtain the requisite 
information? ‘These questions form the sub- 
ject of the present lecture. 

To the first method, a priori, or by infer- 


they may be successfully employed. Among 
a variety distinguished by the same epithets, 
| you have no discriminating mark by which to 
choose one or another; yet it can hardly be 
| considered indifferent what emetic or what 
| purgative is used, when it is desired to fulfil 
| the indication implied by their name. You 
cannot isolate a quality, merely because you 
wish to produce only the effect to which that 
| quality is appropriate. You may prescribe a 
| medicine with a single object in view: but 
| will the simplicity of yoar intention neutralize 
all the irrelevant properties of the medicine? 
| ororeetane of this kind have been con- 
ducted under all the disadvantages arising 
from the nosological systems. A medicine 


ence from the sensible qualities of medicine, | has been administered in a given disease with 
I should expect to receive a ready and un- | certain results. Another physician has re- 
qualified negative ; most will allow that the | newed the experiment in a case falling under 
color, taste, smell, and general appearance of the same denomiuation, with a different result ; 
a substance can afford no intimation of its bat it is not difficult to see that a morbid con- 
properties as nutritious or poisonous, emetic or dition may be reducible to the same nosological 
purgative, as useful in regulating the functions | class as another, while there are quite sufficient 
of digestion, respiration, circulation, or any | points of difference between them to interfere 
other. It is, nevertheless, true, that formerly | materially with the action of any medicine, 
these properties were allowed considerable | and thas to render unwarrantable any deduc- 
weight, nor are they even yet wholly dis- | tion from the results in one case to those which 
carded. The time was when the yellow color | might be expected in the other. An evil con- 
of the Curcuma pointed it out as beneficial in | sequence of this method of experiment is, that 
jaundice, and the Hypericum perforatum was | medicines have been classified according to pa- 
held specific in wounds, because it discharged thological theories. We have not only purga- 
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tives, emetics, stimulants, sedatives, etc., but 
we have “ deobstruents, when the theory of 
obstruction was in vogue; incisives, when 
that of the thickening of the humors was as- 
sociated with it” [Bichat]; attenuauts, incras- 
sants, astringents, relaxants, etc.; according to 
the prevalent theory of disease being the de- 
nomination and class of the medicine. 

Now if the classification of diseases accord- 
ing to their prominent features be calculated 
to hinder a perfect knowledge of individual 
cases, by drawing off the mind from what is 
peculiar in each, the classification of medi- 
cines, on the same principle, is not Jess inju- 
rious, by concealing from us the characteristic 
properties of each, even supposing it possible 
by experiments of this nature to arrive at a 
distinct acquaintance with them. But this we 
conceive to be impossible, just as it would be 
impossible to ascertain the chemical properties 
of a substance by analysing it in a crucible, 


formed of a material which exerted a chemical 


action on that of which the substance ana- 
lysed was composed, and then correcting such 
experimeuts would be vitiated by the character 
of the crucible, and that induction from one 
to the other would be precluded by the differ- 
ence in the several crucibles. And so, our 
aim being to discover the effect of certain sub- 
stances on the living body, if we take it in an 
abnormal condition, the result is modified by 
that condition, and if we take several, but all 
in an abnormal condition, and all different, 
even in their deviation from the natural state, 
we are not at liberty to transfer the result of 
one to the other. 

3d. There remains, then, no other method 
of experiment but on the healthy. And on 


the specific process of restoration effected by 
any particular medicine, we can scarcely fail 
| to feel that some such analogy exists, how- 
ever difficult or even impossible it may be to 
| point it out ; the untying of a knot has a rela- 
tion to the tying of it; the pulling down of a 
house to its erection; and so in every case, 
the undoing has a relation to the doing. We 
have a sort of innate conviction that some 
such relation exists, and this conviction seems 
to be strengthened and supported by the mere 
circumstance of the necessity of selection in 
| the use of remedies ; for if there be none such, 
why should we not cure a disease with the 
| first medicinal substance that came to hand? 
We cannot do this, because it may not be ap- 
propriate ; because its power to medify the 
living body is not of the nature which we seek ; 
because the action of the medicine in relation 
to that particular deviation from the normal 
condition, with respect to the normal condi- 
tion, is not that which we require; there is, 
therefore, some relation existing between the 
| appropriate medicine and the disease in respect 
to health, 7. e., the deviation from the standard 
and the standard itself. There is a manifest 
relation, and a very exact and intimate one, 
between the process of the living body from 
health to disease, and that in which it re- 
traces its steps from disease to health: it is, 
therefore, scarcely credible that there should 
be none whatever between the medicinal ac- 
tion that leads to one process and the medi- 
cinal action that leads to the other. 
(To be continued.) 


what is this founded? It is founded on the | 


supposition that the curative powers of medi- | 


tine are not merely arbitrary, bat bear some 
relation or analogy to the influence which it 
will exert over the healthy body ; or, in other 
words, that its pathological properties are in 
some relation to its physiological; it will be 
well, then, to inquire—1l. What reason is there 
for supposing that any such relation or analogy 
exists? and, 2, what is that relation ? 

I. Why should we believe that the law of 
cure should have any relation at all to the 


physiological] action of the medicine on the | 


body ? 

ist. If we are to reduce the curative action 
to any law at all, it should seem, from what 
is said above, that it must be derived from this 
source, because the results of experiment on 
the sick do not warrant any deduction in the 
nature of a law. 

2d. The curative-power of a medicine or its 
pathological action, is precisely its power to 
restore to a healthy or natural state a body 
which is in an unhealthy or unnatural state, 
and the physiological action of which we 
speak, as its power to modify the healthy 
state so as to render it unhealthy or unnatural ; 
and when we ask, is there any analogy be- 
tween the specific process of destruction and 


THE OPPOSITION. 


Several years ago Dr. Thomas W. Blatch- 
ford, of Troy, N. Y., (allopath) addressed the 
Rensselaer County Medical Society in opposi- 
tion to Homeopathy. The address was pub- 
lished, either by the Doctor or the Society, we 
do not now remember which; but we do dis- 
tinctly recollect that it was a weak effort, so 
thought by some who were as much opposed 
| to Homeopathy as Blatchford himself. Late- 
'ly, we understand, that address, somewhat 

modified, has been re-delivered and re-publish- 

ed. We have not seen this second edition, 
| but from the Gazette we learn, probably the 

gist of its contents, which we briefly lay be- 
| fore our readers. The first point is, that the 
| ** Supreme Court of the State of New-York 
| has formerly decided that Homceoratuy 1s 
| quackery.” The decision here referred to 
| was made some twelve or fourteen years ago, 
| when almost everybody thought that allopathy 
| was the doctrine in medicine to swear by, and 
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even 0 
our Legislature, at that period really believed 
that what allopathy thought to be quackery— 
was quackery. Now, under these circum- 
stances, Henry D. Paine, M. D., now of Al- 
bany, a regular graduate of one of our col- 
leges, applied to the Supreme Court for a 
mandamus to compel the Orange County 
Medical Society to admit him a member, as 
no one at that time was a legal practitioner 
unless he was a member of the medical socie- 
ty of the county in which he resided. This 


application to the Court was resisted by the | 


Orange County Society, on the ground that 
Dr. Paine pretended to practice Homeopathy, 


which, in the opinion of the allopathic wit- | 


nesses, was quackery—hence, says the judge, 


* In the case before us, it is fully in proof by | 


professional witnesses, men who understand 
the subject, that Dr. Paine is practically a 
quack in his profession. This implies gross 
ignorance or gross misconduct, or both. We 
see, that if admitted, he should be expelled by 
the judges of the County Court.” This was 
the ground taken by Judge Cowan against 
interference in the matter, and possibly, under 
the then existing circumstances, especially be- 


lieving that the allopathic “ professional wit- | 


nesses understood the subject,” we do not see 
that he could have decided otherwise. But 
there is a piece of history which Dr. Blatch- 
ford found it quite convenient to omit, although 
he knew of it, for he was, we believe, cited as 
a witness in the case. 
wards, in view of Judge Cowan’s decision, 
the Medical Society of Seneca county under- 
took to carry out the opinion of Judge C., and 


presented charges to the District Attorney of | 


Seneca county, against Doctor Williams, a 
member of said Society, for practising Homeo- 
pathy, which they pretended had been decided 
by the Supreme Court to be quackery. But 
on a hearing before the County Court Judges, 
in whose hands the law placed the final deci- 
sion of such cases, the argument being con- 
ducted by the ablest counsel of the State, that 
Court decided that there was no cause of ac- 
tion, that the Supreme Court had not decided 
that Homeopathy was quackery, and dismiss- 
ed the complaint, and since this decision, we 
believe no county society has dared to arraign 
any one of its members for practising Homeo- 
pathy. Why did Dr. Blatchford omit this 
case? 

Again, this same question was involved in 


Several years after- | 
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matters that came before our Legislature seve- 
ral years afterwards, and that body got its eyes 
opened, and virtually decided that it could not 
judge of medical doctrine and practice ; that 
as there were different schools of medicine in 
| the State, each school was the best judge of 
its own doctrine and practice, and that each 
ought to have equal privileges in law, and the 





| 


| people be left to choose their own physician ; 
| this was almost a death-blow to allopathy ; 


er has never recovered from it, and never 


can. 

But Judge Lynch, of the Marine Court of 
this city, not knowing the change that had 
| taken place in the medical law of this State, 
and looking only to Judge Cowan’s decision, 
made a most remarkable adjudication in a de- 
mand before him for a debt. He decided that, 
inasmuch as a Homeopath had to do with the 
essential point for the defendant in the case, 
in his professional character, the law, he 
thought, pronounced him no doctor, and be- 
cause of this alone he gave judgment for the 
plaintiff. The case was appealed to a higher 

court, and Judge Daly gave a plain, common 
| Sense and able opinion, and reversed the de- 
| cision of Judge Lynch. 
Now, Dr. Blatchford calls this “the recent 
|lapsus of Judge Daly,” or the editor of the 
| Gazette does so, we do not know which ; the 
language we find in the Gazette, and it may 

be the editor’s own, connected as it is with 
) some of the usual sophistry of that man. 
Having thus disposed of the legal decisions 
| in regard to Homeopathy, we now come to 
| other testimony to prove Homeopathy quack- 
| ery. 

This branch of Dr. B.’s address is certainly 
most remarkable. He presents the testimony 
of nine allopathic physicians, four of whom 
we happen to be personally acquainted with, 
and know the fact, from conversations with 
them, that they have no knowledge of Ho- 
maopathy, and we have good gruund to infer 
that the same is true of all the rest. But what 
is tlte testimony of these men? It is this: 

Homeopathy is a humbug, and her practi- 
tioners are knaves and fools. Upon this we 
remark, thci it is not wise, and some people 
may think it not honest, for a person to give 
testimony of that he knows nothing. This is 
our opinion. In the next place, we repeat 
what we have said several times in this Jour- 
nal, that the intelligence, professional learning 
and moral standing of Homeopathists gene- 
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a comparison with 
are competent, and 


rally, will not suffer by 
allopathists. ‘The people 


will decide these points without the aid of Drs. | 


John C. Bliss, Gilbert Smith, Isaac Wood, | 
James McNaughton, J. C. Warren, O. W 


Holmes and James R. Manly, who are Dr | 
Blatchford’s living witnesses. | 
We refer the reader to our friend Kopp’s | 
communication, which was received after the | 
above was written. | 
| 


ADDRESS BY DR. BOND. 


A friend has sent us a copy of the address 
of Dr. Thomas E. Bond before the graduates | 
of Washington University of Baltimore, March | 
3d, 1851. At first we inclined to pass by 
unnoticed this poetical effusion of Dr. Bond, | 
for it is so destitute of thought and so full of | 


fancy, it being, in fact, a fancy sketch, that | 
- 5S i 


we thought it unworthy of the occasion and | 
of the man. But on reflection, we think it | 
right and proper to avail ourself of the non- | 


| 


sense gravely put forth by Allopathists on | 
Homeopathy, to show how utterly ignorant 
they, especially Professors, are of our system | 
of medicine. Dr. Bond says: 


“You may be succeeded by a name—by | 
Homeopathy, a word which is not a sign— | 
amere minus, showing to indicate subtrac- | 
tion of everything, but having no positive 
value. ‘The ponderous polysyllable abracada- 
bra used to be pronounced over luxated joints, | 
and it was believed, that a dislocated member | 
would start at the sound and jump to its socket. 
Homeopathy is the modern polysyllable ; the 
fashionable abracadabra—equally unintelli- | 
gible and equally omnipotent. 

** In the words of the simple cobbler of Aga- 
wam, ‘ I look upon it as the very gizzard of a | 
trifle, the product of a quarter of a cipher : | 
the epitome of nothing, fitter to be kicked, if | 
it were of kickable substance, than either | 
proved or humored.’ Indeed, there is some- 
thing too absurd for comedy, and too serious 
for farce, in this conception, which we cannot 
call ideal, because it contains no thought, nor 
monstrous, because it has no form. 

Homeopathy avowedly contends with dis- 
eases beyond materiality. It wrestles not | 
with flesh and blood—and truly its weapons 
are not carnal, for the qualities of its medi- 
cines elude analysis, and their bulk defies the 
microscope. I wish to be charitable, but to 
peddle about these little pellicules does seem 
to be a small business for ‘men that have 
bones in them. ’” 

The above extract is enough to enable our 


readers to judge of the style of Dr. Bond and 
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his knowledge of Hom@opathy. This Doc- 
tor affixes to his name A. M., M. D., which 
indicate that he lays claim to learning, al- 
though it does not follow, as everybody knows, 
that much learning necessarily constitutes a 


good reasoner. The second paragraph of our 


| quotation is a curiosity when taken in con- 


nection with the other two. “ This concep- 


tion,” says Dr. Bond. What conception? 
why, the brilliant one of the cobbler is clearly 
the antecedent of “ this.’ The Doctor did 
not so intend, we admit, but such is the mean- 
ing of the sentence, and although a plain M. 
D, might blunder in that way, with impunity, 
but an A. M.—a “regular” master of arts, 
should be more careful. We would have 
passed this by, but Dr. B. had previously been 
descanting upon the ignorant Doctors his learn- 
ed graduates would meet with in their profes- 
sional career, and it occurred to us that he 
who lives in a glass house ought not to throw 
stones. 

Again, look at the third paragraph in the 
quotation. What we make of it goes to show 
that Dr. B. holds the long ago exploded doc- 
trine of the humoral pathology of Hippocrates. 
He aims a blow at the vital doctrine of the 
homeeopathists and the dynamic nature of dis- 
ease ; a doctrine held in common by homeo- 
pathists and the acknowledged ablest writers 
of the allopathic school ; which Dr. B. seems 
aot to know, or he never would have penned 
that paragraph. 

One remark more and we have done with 
Dr. Bond. He more than intimates that a 
poisonous substance that eludes analysis and 
defies the microscope cannot influence the 
human system. The Doctor has not consid- 
ered the miasms of intermittent fever, typhus 
fever, the plague, the cholera, smallpox, 
measles, hooping-cough, and so on. These 
poisons which produce such terrific effects in 
human bodies, have not been analyzed, nor per- 
ceived by the microscope, and for anything 
known to the contrary, they may be attenu- 
ated beyond any drug used by a Hahnemann- 
ian. 

We are happy to say, that nothing appears 
in the pamphlet before us, to show that the 
graduates or any one connected with Wash- 
ington University requested a copy of Dr. B.'s 
address for publication, and we are left to in- 
fer that its appearance in print, is the volun- 
tary work of its author; and we regret that 
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he did not consult an aged relative of his near 
at hand, whose opinion in that matter may 
have been valuable to him. 


CLINICAL OBSERVATIONS. 


BY VON BCENNINGHAUSEN, 


We find in the Journal de la Médecine 
Homeopathique for January, 1850, a clini- 
cal note, containing the substance of several 
conversations held with Dr. Von Benning- 
hausén by Dr. De Bonneval. We give the 
results not as facts, but as suggestions worthy 
of record that the indications pointed out by 
our venerable colleague may be subjected to 
the test of experience. Dr. Von Benning- 
hausen states it as the result of his observa- 
tion, that: 

1. The more chronie the affection, the 
longer must be the interval between the ad- 
ministration of the drugs. 

2. In those subjects in whom the remedies 
do not seem to act promptly, we must ascer- 
tain the cause that prevents their action. 

(a) Psora. Administer a dose of Psoricum 
before giving the remedy corresponding to the 
totality. 


(b) Want of susceptibility. Opium, es- | 


pecially in plethoric subjects. 

(c) In weak and emaciated patients with 
small pulse. Carbo Vegetabilis. 

(d) Nervous excitement. Laurocerasus. 

3. Where the character of an affection has 
been disguised by the successive administra- 
tion of a large number of homeopathic reme- 
dies, which, without curing, have ouly alter- 
ed the symptoms, a single dose of Psoricum, 
a few days (ordinarily the fourth) before giv- 
ing the medicine indicated. 

4. Dr. Von Beenninghausen’s practice is 
to give the remedy dry, and in a single dose 
—most frequently alternating two remedies 
every fourth day. 

He recommends the following specifics : 

Asthma. Evening attacks, Puls. ; morn- 
ing ditto, Ars.; if the symptoms are princi- 
pally in the throat, Spong.; in the chest, 
Phosph. ; spasmodic, Ipec. 

Bones, diseases of. Merc. Sol. is the prin- 
cipal remedy. 

Diabetes. Coloc. is a specific. 

Drunkenness habitual. The best mode of 
causing disgust of wine is to administer three 
drops of Laudanum or Tincture of Opium in 
a cup of coffee. Ant. Crud. is the best anti- 
dote to the effects of sour wine. 

Erysipelas, It is the belief of M. Von 
Benninghausen that Camphor, administered 
every fifteen minutes, will cure even a severe 
erysipelas in the course of a few hours. 

Fistula Lachrymalis. A cure may some- 
times be obtained by the aid of Petrol.. and 
Silic. in alternation. Petrol. and Caust. act 
very slowly. 


Muscles, diseases of. Arn. is the principal 
remedy. 

Myelitis. Calc. Carb. and Silic., given at 
intervals of five months, have cured five 
cases of myelitis. 

Sulph. and Silic., four days 


Panaris. 
apart. 

Paralysis of the tongue. 
very well. 

Paralysis of the Pharynz. Baryt. Carb., 
| Mur. Ac., Caust., Con., Ars., Cale. Carb., 
| Hep. Sulph., Iod. This last is especially in- 
dicated when solids cannot be swallowed. 
| Polypus Nasi. 1. Cale. Carb., Con, 
| Phosph. 2. Aur., Bell., Graph., Merc., Nitr. 
| Ac., Silic., Sulph., Staph., Teuc. 
| Periosteum, diseases of. Merc. 
| Phos. Ac., Sabina. 
| Petroleum is recommended for urethral 

contraction. 
Variola. Von Benninghausen recom- 
mends Thuja Occidentalis as the specific 
against this disease. He gives it of the 200th, 
and eight days after the administration of a 
| single dose not a trace of the disease remains. 
| So sanguine is he in reference to its curative 
| power, that he speaks confidently of its su- 
| perseding vaccination! ‘The announcement 

seems to have excited some attention on the 
| part of Parisian homceopaths, as in subsequent 
numbers of the same Journal we find the 
experience referred to and confirmed by Drs. 
| Croserio and Moroche. The experiment ,is 
easily made, and we should be happy to hear 
from any of our correspondeuts, whether they 
have been able to perceive that the ordinary 
course of smallpox has been at all affected by 
the administration of Thuja, The cases re- 
ported, which are very few, exceedingly 
meagre, and far from conclusive, were all 
treated with “ Hochpotenzen,” 200 and 300. 
—N. A. Hom. Jour. 


Mezer. acts 





Cor., 


THE HAHNEMANN SOCIETY. 

Dr. Neidhard of Philadelphia, Pa., has 
sent us a copy of the Rules of the Hahnemann 
Society of London. The object of this so- 
ciety is ‘the publication and. circulation, 
among medical men, of well-arranged practi- 
eal Homeopathic Works.” It is composed 
of medical men and others ; the shares are £10 
each; and the society to exist five years. 
The following address speaks for itself : 


Address of the Hahnemann Publishing So- 
ciety to the Homeopathists of America. 


The Acting Committee of the Hahnemann 
Publishing Society beg to call the attention of 
their American Brethren to the establishment 
and objects of this Society. The object of 
this Society is, by the co-operation of a num- 
ber of individuals, to procure the publication 
of Homeopathic works of practical value, 
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whose sale bein 
from bringing them out at their own risk. 
The Society has already commenced tie | 
oublication of a Materia Medica and Reper- 
tory on a more complete and extensive scale 
than has yet appeared ir the English lan- 
guage. The first volume of the Pathogene- 
tic Cyclopedia has been published, and the 
first part of the Materia Medica is now in the | 
press. ‘The Society has already a subscribed 
capital of nearly £600, It is proposed that | 
the works published by the Society be issued 
to American subscribers on the same terms as | 
to the members of the Society in this country, 
viz.: at prime cost. Dr. Neidhard of Phila- | 
delphia, and Dr. Henry Preston of Providence, 
have kindly consented to act as our Honorary 
Secretaries in the United States, and it is re- 
quested that those gentlemen who desire to be- 
come subscribers to the works of the Society 
will forward their names to them. 

We regret to find that a reprint of one of | 
the Society’s works has been commenced in 
New-York, which will materially hamper the | 


usefulness of the Society, and we therefore | 
appeal to the scientific spirit and friendly feel- | 


ing of the American Homeopathic practition- 


ers to support us in our undertaking, by dis- | 


countenancing reprints of the works, and we | 
on our part pledge ourselves to afford all the 
support in our power to the sale of works 
published in America, 


We shall also be happy to receive provings 
or other contributions to the Materia Medica. 
The manuscript to be sent to Dr. F. Black, 
Clifton, Bristol, or to our only accredited pub- 
lishing Agent in America, Mr. Bailliere, 
Broadway, New-York. 


F. BLACK. R. E. DUDGEON, 
J. DRYSDALE, C. B. KER, 
H. MADDEN, 


Acting Committee of the Hahnemann Publishing 
Society. 


We procured a copy of the Pathogenetic 
Cyclopedia a few weeks ago. It is got up 
in good style, and the work is almost indispen- 
sable to him who observes precision in the 
selection of remedies. We doubt if a Homa@o- 
pathic physician could be found to regret a 
compliance with our advice to procure a copy 
of that work without delay. The reason we 
thus urge this matter upon our colleagues is, 
that the Pathogenetic Cyclopedia is of great 
value to the genuine practitioner of our art ; 
and American physicians, in our opinion, should 
co-operate with their London colleagues in an 
undertaking which bids fair to promote the 
spread of the doctrine and practice of Ho- 


m«eopathy. 





The Ist volume of the above work, which 


g probably limited to the mem- | is the only one yet published, co 
bers of the profession, would deter publishers 


| without delay. 


ntains 600 
pages, large octavo, and can be obtained by 
remitting two dollars to Dr. Neidhard ; which 


| is beyond question the cheapest work of the kind 


which has yet appeared. We hope that each of 


| the twe thousand Homeopathic physicians of 


America will order a copy of the Cyclopedia 
This volume contains the 


| Symptoms relating to the disposition—symp- 


toms relating to the mind—symptoms relating 
to the head. 

The following may enable our readers to 
form some idea of the arrangement, precision 
and clearness of the volume under notice. 


‘CONGESTION OF THE HEAD.” 


* Aloé. 

** Ambra. 
two days. 

“ Angustura Spuria. 
brain. 

“ Antimonium Crudum. 
blood to the head diminished. 

* Argentum Nitricum. Excessive rush of 
blood to the head, with throbbing in the arteries 
of the neck so that he must loosen his neck- 
cloth, at the same time heavy stupifying con- 
fusion of the head, great lowness of spirits, 
weaknets of intellect, incapability of express- 
ing himself correctly, or talking connectedly. 

“ Asafatida, Congestion of blood in the 
head with heat of the face.” 


Congestion in the head. 
Rush of blood to the head for 


Congestion of the 


Congestion of 


And so on with all the drugs known to pro- 
duce symptoms of congestion of the head. 


[For the American Journal of Homeopathy.} 
HOMCOPATHY AND ITS OPPO- 
NENTS. 


If any evidences were wanting that Ho- 
meopathy in its doctrines and practice was 
making a steady progress, and rapidly advanc- 
ing in public favor, the testimony would be 
found in the fierce hostility it encounters in 
various quarters from the self-conceited “‘ regu- 
lar” gentlemen of the profession, who 
assume to be the exemplars of all that is 
decent and respectable in their language and 
conduct. Truths are very freqnently formi- 
dable to oppose, from the very first moment 
of their promulgation, the more particularly 
so, if by their general acknowledgement and 
reception, a revolution will be effected in the 
popular mind, so universal and enduring, as 
to overthrow long established prejudices and 
modes of thinking. Nor is it to be for a mo- 
ment forgotten, that should these truths be of 
a scientific character, “ especial professors,” 





40 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF HOMCEOPATHY. 





and those who have made it the “ business of 
their lives’’ to teach a contrary doctrine and 
practice, will savagely assail them, and enter 
their protest against all reformation. 


The experience of centuries has demonstra- 
ted, that new discoveries calculated to over- 
throw long existing errors, almost universally 
regarded as incontrovertible facts, are never 
welcomely received. This is more decidedly 
manifest in the medical profession than in any 
other, though none are free from its absurd 
restraint. If Homeopathy in its most com- 
prehensive sense, then, be a truth, a “ fixed 
fact,” beyond the reach of denial or the some- 
times potent weapon of ridicule, why is it not 
admitted to be true? Why so cruelly belied ? 
So contemptuously sneered at by the “ pro- 
fession,’ and ignorantly spoken of by the 
masses of the people? ‘These questions are 
easily answered. One says, that “if the me- 
dical profession generally recognize the doc- 
trine, I shall think there is something in it,” 
and by such persons, a remark like this, is 
quite sufficient tv justify a full dismissal of the 
subject. But what does it amount to? That 
which never yet has happened under any 
analogous circumstances, cannot happen in 


regard to Homeopathy ; therefore, he who 
waits for physicians generally to regard the 
doctrine with favor, will wait in vain during 


this generation at all events. When was 
there ever a discovery z:2de. or a truth pro- 
claimed, involving the subjvgation of estab- 
lished errors, which had not to struggle with 
obstinate opposition, aye, opposition and hosti- 
lity from the very “ orthodox” and “ regular” 
professurs and ministers of the system to 
which the novelty may have applied? Where 
is the recorded instance, showing that this op- 
position did not directly proceed from those 
very parties whose advocacy of Homeopathy 
is demanded by the public as an inducement 
to their conversion ? 

But can it be possible there is any truth in 
Homeopathy, as a theoretical or practical 
science, when we see it so hotly denounced 
by the majority of medical men? Can that 
be worth a moment’s notice which has re- 
ceived the appellation of “ quackery?” These 
are momentous questions, and involve conse- 
quences as serious as they are important, to 





Without intending to convey in so many 
words a stronger meaning than is attached to 
the declaration that “ Homceopathy is quack- 
ery,” we shall take the liberty of saying— 
that if it be quackery, Allepathy is murder. 
If our opponents are foolish enough to imagine 
the public satisfied with their declarations 
and opinions, we shall meet them on their 
own ground, and feel no delicacy in returning 
their compliments in matter and manner as 
they teach by precept and example. Argu- 
ments are sometimes classed among the im- 
possibilities, they are not to be had, and 
therefore a resort to something else, some sub- 
stitute of greater or less value, is frequently 
resorted to as the best that can be made use 
of under such pressing circumstances. False- 
hood, misrepresentation, ridicule, misquotation 
and every other kind of trickery is unblush- 
ingly adopted by men who would feel them- 
selves insulted were they charged with dis- 
honest motives and acts, with the deliberate 
purpose of accomplishing their ends by foul 
and detestable means. 


In the published transactions of the “Medi- 
cal Society of the State of New York,” during 
its annual session in February last, we find 
in the 6th article, a reprint of an address de- 
livered before the Rensselaer County Medical 
Society, by Dr. Thomas W. Blatchford of 
Troy, on the 14th June, 1842, and by request 
repeated before a popular audience on the 
18th of the same month. This address pleased 
the members of the Society so much, that 
they presented Dr. Blatchford their thanks 
for its ingenuity, and requested a copy for 
publication in the Transactions of the State 
Society, and asked his consent to its publica- 
tion in the Troy papers. For want of some- 
thing better, or to fill a void in the Transac- 
tions for 1851, his “ingenious” address is 
reprinted, by order of the Society, having pre- 
viously made its appearance in the Transac- 
tions vf 1843. 


Conveniently forgetting all about dates, 
and with as much of the same kind of inge- 
nuity as is displayed in the address itself, the 
Editor of the New Yerk Medical Gazette 
comes forth in his number for May 15, with 
a string of “citations” from the “ second 
edition” which “ has been just published.” 


the professed advocates of the Homeopathic | It was not convenient for him to say that 


practice, and the public or private recipients 
of its benefits or injuries,! 


this second edition was dragged forth from the 
accumulated rubbish of eight years, todo what 
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it might against Homeopathy, in its occupan- 
cy of a place in the Transactions above allu- 
ded to. It had done no harm at the time of 
its delivery, nor can it do any now, but the 
use intended to be made of it is so apparent, 
and the cunning in issuing it as something 
new is so characteristic of the vain shifts and 
tricks of Allopathic editors and physicians, that 
we are tempted to give the “ citations” of the 


Gazette and the,“ ingenious’’ address some | 


notice. 


For the gratification of his readers, the | 
editor of the Gazette has made some extracts | 


from a discourse by the Rev. Mr. Dole of 
Salem, on “ The Claims of Medical Men.” 


One of these reads thus—“If he has the | 
Magnanimity, that will acknowledge the | 


merits of rivalry, and the Ingenuousness and 
Love of Truth that will openly approve, and 


adopt a good idea, even from a quack,” he | 
(the physician) will bring those he serves | 


under increased obligations to him. ‘True, 


such a man would justly claim the esteem | 


and gratitude of the community, because he 
merits it, and is above those mean and vulgar 


measures, which can only put forth a show of | 


opposition and hostility to what it condemns, 
by a resort to any act calculated to conceal 
the truth. 

We presume Dr. Reese to be somewhat 
tenacious of being thought an honorable man, 


and, that when he gives extracts from other 


men’s writings, he does not purposely omit or 
add to their language. Jn July, 1842, the 
late Dr. J. B. Beck wrote to Dr. Blatchford, 


that—“ In this city, (New York) I think | 


Homeopathy is decidedly on the wane.” Dr. 
Reese makes this extract from page 72 of the 
Transactions, but omits the words, “ says Dr. 
Beck, July 29, 1842,” so that the reader of 
the Gazette cannot but infer from what he 
sees there, that Dr. Beck wrote his opinion 
recently. If Homeopathy was ‘on the 
wane” in the city of New York in 1842, it 
ought to have nearly died out in nine years; 
we happen to know, however, that the num- 
ber of its practitioners has largely increased, 
and, that it is gaining favor as rapidly as can 
be expected with all classes of the com- 
munity. 

The “testimony” of the late Dr. John 
Stearns was presented to Dr, Blatchford in 
August, 1842. At that time, and for aught 
we know, since, Dr. Stearns considered Ho- 


maopathy “to be the most sublimated im- 
posture that has ever been registered in the 
annals of medicine.” Dr. Reese gives this 
/ extract, and the seven subsequent lines, but 
omits all the rest of the letter. Why this 
| omission? ‘There were reasons for it ; let us 
| endeavor to supply them. Dr. Stearns admits 
the successful practice of Homeopathy, and 
| for want of a better explanation, makes it 
*‘ evidently depend on the negative character 
of the treatment.’ In other words, Homao- 
pathy is efficient because there is no treatment 
at all, and because there is no interference 
with the efforts of nature. The disease being 
left to itself, becomes extinguished, it is cured 
by doing nothing. A very pleasant mode, 
certainly, but Dr. Stearns had no idea of the 
Nothing 
being done, nature becomes the physician, 
She does it ; not the “‘infi- 
We do n’t intend to quar- 
’? we admit its 


| sequences of his own admissions. 


and heals herself. 
nitely small doses.” 
| rel about this “ vis medicatriz,’ 
efficiency, yet Allopathy is more efficient be- 
| cause it is all treatment, and the vis medica- 
trix is decidedly “ interfered” with. Here is 
la very unpleasant dilemna to be sure. Dr. 
| Reese percelved it, ergo—he omitted that part 
| of Dr. Stearns’ “testimony.” ‘ How can any 
| practitioner (asks ])r. Stearns) reconcile it to 
| his conscience, wilfully to reject remedies and 
| a course of treatment which he knows from 
daily experience will cure the disease, and 
| substitute remedies, the effects of which are 


A very serious 


| protracted and uncertain?” 


and important question, no doubt. The Ho- 
meopathic practitioner is not troubled in his 
consicence, and why should he be? He 
uses those remedies and adopts that course of 
treatment, which he knows from daily experi- 
ence will cure the disease, and rejects those 
which that very same experience has taught 
him are “ protracted and uncertain.” He is 


| aware that Ais remedies are in one breath, 
| asserted to be “ powerless,’”’ and in the next, 
” protracted and uncertain in their effects,” 

Common sense cuts but a sorry figure in un- 
|ravelling this mystery, common honesty 
| admits it to be a very ridiculous piece of non- 
sense in the shape of an “‘ opinion,” put forth 
with gravity profound by the late Dr. Stearns. 
Truly these are not “ the words of truth and 
soberness.”’ It is really wonderful how nature 
cures when the patient is under Homeopathic 
treatment, and its opponents are to account 
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for its success. But this very all-powerful 
nature in the one case, is utterly unworthy of 
trust, when the same patient has to be treated 
Allopathically. ‘Then there must be “ active, 
energetic’ drugs used, with “ bleeding, blis- 
tering,” and other adjuvants. Is the disease 
acute, and of a “ highly inflammatory char- 
acter ?”’ It is, and the patient recovers quickly 
under the “ infinitesimal” doses. ‘The success 
depended on the “ negative” treatment. 
Does he recover under the huge doses of Allo- 
pathy? Yes! and the success depends on 
the positive treatment. Medicine had nothing 
whatever to do with the happy issue brought 





vantage to be gained by persons placing them. 
selves under such treatment. I should like 
possible to be convinced, as many with whom | 
have spoken appear to be, of the superiority 
of this system to that generally adopted. |; 
there any certain principle upon which the 
system is founded? What is the meaning of 
the word Homeopathy? for, to tell the truth, 
I know very little about the matter. 

B. Homeopathy is a compound of two 
Greek words, and signifies similar affection, 
as Allopathy signifies another affection ; and 
Antipathy a contrary affection ; but to ex- 
plain it still more clearly, you know, I sup. 
pose, that all medicines possess in a greater 
or less degree, the property of disturbing the 
healthy functions of the body, and produciug 


about by the Homeopathic physician. It oe now, . a — ~ vv, 

: ae . | with the view of producing a disease the con- 
was powerless for any goed. ‘The “ein modi- | 4, dint with Which the patient is afflict 
catrix” did it all, assisted by the imagination, | 


| ed, it would be the Antipathic mode ; if the 
the regimen, the confidence of the patient in 


| medicine administered be designed to produce 
a “humbug.” But medicine has everything | 2 disease different, but not necessarily con- 


to do in a similar case under the care of the | 
He does not | 


professor of *‘ orthodox”’ physic. 
trust to the “ power of nature,” nor to the 
imagination, to diet or regimen, but, with his 
“ active, energetic, and prompt’’ treatment, 
which consists in “ bleeding, mercury, cathar- 
ties, emetics, nauseants, cups, leeches, and 
blisters,’’ he combats the same disease, (pneu- 
monia we will say) that yielded so readily to 
the “ infinitesimal’ trifling of Homeopathy. 
In case after case of this very pneumonia or 


pleuritis, or tracheitis, or enteritis, the patients | 
recover speedily and well, under the “ wanton | 


experimenting” of the Homeopathist, nor is 
he aware of any greater disposition on his 
part to set a “low estimate on human life,” 
or “to handle it as a plaything,” than is 
manifested by his calumniators under the 
same circumstances. It is ‘ presumption 
personified,’ and gross defamation, thus to 
charge the ‘ handling of life as a plaything,” 
upon as honorable and respectable a body of 
men, as those who dare accuse them. The 
“ Scribes and Pharisees” of Allopathy are 
not a jot more hypocritical than were their 
prototypes among the people of Ancient 
Israel. KOPP. 
New-Yurk, May 30, 1851. 
(To be Continued.) 


FAMILIAR EXPLANATIONS, ETC. 


A. For some time past I have been fre- 
quently thinking, whether there is any truth 
in the new system of medicine called Homm@o- 
pathy, and whether there is any particular ad- 








trary to that under which the patient labors, it 
would be the Allopathic mode; but if the 
medicine administered be intended to produce 
a similar disease to that under which the pa- 
tient suffers, then it would be the Homeo- 
pathic mode; and all Homeopathists con- 
tend that this is the only safe and effectual 
method of treating disease ; that it is founded 
upon a law of nature—that the cure of any 
disease must be effected by administering such 
remedies, which, if given for some time to 
persons in health, would produce symptoms 
analogous to the disease itself. The great 
doctrine is simply expressed in the Latin 
phrase, “ Similia similibus curantur,” which 
is often translated, ‘like cures like ;” but the 
English phrase, ‘“ Medicines tend to cure dis- 
eases similar to those they tend to produce,” 
gives a far more correct notion of the system. 

A. Such a doctrine appears rather strange. 
You say it is a law of nature ; by whom was 
it discovered ? 

B. A book ascribed to Hippocrates, states 
—* By agencies producing effects similar to 
the symptoms of the disease must it be treat- 
ed, and not by contraries.” Stahl is quoted 
to this effect—* The received method of treat- 
ing diseases contraria contrariis, is complete- 
ly false and absurd, that diseases are subdued 
by remedies producing a similar affection, 
similia similibus—as frost bite by snow or ice- 
water.” Paracelsus, Haller, and others, lay 
down the same law. But the merit of pro- 
mulgating this law and making it of universal 
application is due to Samuel Hahnemann,* 
a native of Saxony, educated for the medical 
profession. ‘The uncertainty that prevailed in 
the treatment of disease, and the great doubts 
that hung over the practice of medicine gene- 





* Samuel Hahnemann died in his eighty-ninth 
year, at his residence in Paris, on Sunday morning, 
July 2d, 1843. 
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rally, induced him, as it had many other con- 
scientious men, to forego all practice and de- 
yote himself to chemical pursuits ; but his chil- 
dren being attacked with a dangerous illness, 
his attention was earnestly directed to ascer- 
tain if anything certain could be discovered 
in the healing art. At length, as he states, 
while engaged in translating a medical work 
of Cullen, he was so struck with the obscure 
and discordant statements respecting the pro- 
perties of Peruvian Bark, that he resolved to 
try what would be the effect upon himself ; 
and he was very much surprised to find that 
it produced those symptoms which accompany 
that kind of intermittent fever which Peru- 
yian Bark is known to cure. He repeated 
the experiment upon himself, and induced 
many of his friends to submit to the same ex- 
periments ;—the results were always alike. 
Conceiving that the circumstance was not 
merely accidental, or confined to Peruvian 
Bark, he commenced experimenting with 
other medicinal substances, and after years of 
patient and persevering labor, was confirmed 
in his opinions, and published the facts to the 
world. 

A. Can you make this a little more clear 
by a few illustrations? 
"B. Many examples might be given illustra- 
tive of the Homeopathic Law, not merely 


from the writings of Homeopathists them- | 
selves, but from the evidence of physicians, | 
who are either opposed to Homeopathy, or | 


who had no suspicion that the facts they stat- 
ed had any relation toa natural law. Mer- 
cury, if large quantities be introduced into the 
system, accidently or otherwise, will produce 
dysentery, ulceration of the intestines, boils, 
jaundice, liver complaint ; and yet we have 
the testimony of physicians of the highest 
repute, that these disorders are to be success- 
fully treated by a judicious employment of 
mercury. Again, Dr. Paris says, “that in 
the neighborhood of the copper smelting works 
of Cornwall and Wales, he has seen cows 
suffering from cancerous affection, in conse- 
quence of the arsenical fumes arising from 
the smelting works ;” and Dr. Rush says, “ I 
believe arsenic to be the most efficacious 


affections.” Orfila states, ‘‘ that cantharides 
excites the most violent inflammation in every 
texture of the body with which it comes in 
contact ;” and from the testimony of other 
medical men, we learn, that cantharides is 
capable of curing inflammation of certain de- 
scriptions, Sulphur has been extensively and 
successfully employed in many cutaneous 
affections ; but the power of sulphur to excite 
eruption of the skin similar to itch, &c., can 
be doubted by no one who has visited the sul- 
phur baths in Germany, where the “bath 
rash” is one of the most constant effects ex- 
perienced by those who drink the water ; and 
it is said, that sulphurous baths often produce 
the very diseases which they are employed to 


that the use of strong tea produces, especially 
in individuals not accustomed to it, a train of 
nervous symptoms, such as wakefulness, great 
irritability, palpitations of the heart, anxiety, 
&c. ; aud Dr. Copeland says—* In the sum- 
mer of 1826, I was requested by a practition- 
er to see the daughter of a clergyman resid- 
ing in Westminster, laboring under most 
violent nervous palpitation, which had resist- 
ed the means advised by several physicians 
who had been consulted. She was thin, deli- 
cate, and highly nervous. Finding that the 
remedies usually prescribed in such cases had 
been employed without affording relief, I sug- 
gested that a strong infusion of green tea 
should be given three or four times a day, and 
continued for a few days; relief speedily fol- 
lowed, and in two or three days complete re- 
covery.” Vaccination is another instance of 
the Homeopathic Law, and the best proof of 
its efficacy in the prevention of smallpox, is 
the universal acknowledgment of it by people 
of all countries ; and the experiments of physi- 
cians of late years have proved, that the cow- 
pox, and smallpox, if not the same disease, 
at least exhibit similar symptoms. Upon 
these facts, and many more of a similiar char- 
acter, most medical men are agreed ; and the 
doctrine of Homeopathy is, that a medicine 
that possesses the power of effectually curing 
disease, does so only on account of the pro- 
perty it possesses of creating analogous symp- 
toms in a healthy individual; hence we find 
Hahnemann recommending and prescribing 
for diseases those medicines only, which, 
having been tested on persons in health, mani- 
fest symptoms most closely resembling those 
under which a patient is suffering. 


(To be Continued.) 





HAHNEMANN ACADEMY OF 
MEDICINE, 


Reeurar MEETING. 


Wednesday Evening, June 4th, 1851. 
SCIENTIFIC CONVERSATIONS. 





remedy that has ever been used for cancerous | 


The Vice President, Doctor Curtis, opened 
the conversations by reading some notes on 
the employment of Bromine in an affection 
resembling croup which had occurred in a 
Mocking bird, and observed that he thought 
its success in croup had not been sufficiently 
| tested. In the course of the informal conversa- 
tion which followed the reading of this paper, 
Dr. Kinsley stated that he had used the Bro- 
mine in only one case of croup. He had given 
it after all the other remedies had failed and 





cure. It will be admitted as a familiar fact,| had derived, he was sorry to say, no benefit 
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from its employment. Doctor Guy, of Brook- 
lyn, stated that Dr. Wells and himself had 
treated, some time since, a case of croup and 
employed the Bromine with the happiest re- 
sults after all the usual remedies had failed. 
A profuse discharge of thin mucus, he re- 
marked, accompanied the cough and consti- 
tuted the distinguishing feature of the case. 
This symptom had induced the employment 
of the Bromine, and he thought it would 
prove successful in all similar cases. 

Doctor Kirby called the attention of the 
Academy toa singular circumstance which 
had just occurred in connection with the Hy- 
dropathic treatment, and which afforded ad- 
ditional testimony of the truth of the opinion 
that medical agents may remain for a long 
time latent in the human body, veiling their 
peculiar and active symptoms under the slow 
and tedious forms of chronic disease, and con- 
tinue in this state until the vital forces have 
obtained sufficient energy to effect their ex- 
pulsion. A person who had taken, some 
years ago, large quantities of Nitrate of Sil- 
ver and labored ever since under chronic diffi- 
culties, resorted, recently, to the water cure 
for relief. The treatment, said Dr. K., had 
a singular effect, for, as the patient grew 
better, the skin, which was previously fair 
and free from stain, became discolored,* ex- 


* A paper published by Dr. Russell in the last num- 
ber of the British Journal of Homeopathy, contains 
a communication from Dr. Gully, the distinguished 
English Hydropathist, detailing a case very similar 
to the above—a patient laboring under a specitic 
difficulty was dosed by his physician with enormous 
quantities of mercury, his object being, as he said, 


to make his mouth sore. As this could not be effect- 
ed, the patient finding himself better, withdrew from 
the treatment. Ten years afterwards he applied to 
Dr. Gully, for the relief of some chronic ailments 
under which he had labored from the time of the 
above treatment. The effect of the water cure was 
at first to improve his appetite and general health. 
This was followed by an eruption of Mercurial Rupia 
on the skin. The gums next became inflamed, the 
teeth loosened, and profuse Ptyalism set in attended 
by the peculiar fetor of mercury. These symptoms 
were fi Jlowed by profuse night sweats which blacken- 
ed silver, this last test establishing the nature of the 
poison beyond the possibility of doubt. It is difficult 
to understand how such a noxious agent could have 
remained in the human body for ten years circulat- 
ing with its fluids and mingling withitstissues. Yet 
such is the fact, and we can only account for it by 
supposing that this remedy possesses, in a higher de- 
gree than others, the power of paralysing the vital 
energies and preventing reaction. The recent chemi- 
cal investigations of Miahle and others, show that 
mercury becomes soluble when received into the 
stomach, and in this state enters the circulation — 
forming such an intimate combination with the or- 
ganic matter of the blood that none of the ordinary 
chemical re-agents have the power of decomposing 
it, and from which it can only be separated, accord- 
ing to Pereira, et ee distillation. Vid. Brit- 
ish and Foreign Med, Chir. Review, for July, 1849. 
T. W. D. 


hibiting the peculiar and unmistakable eyj- 
dences of poisoning by Nitrate of Silver. Tho 
case is interesting, continued Dr. K., as jt 
shows that medicines, in allopathic doses, are 
not only injurious on account of their imme- 
diate effects, but even more dangerous on ac- 
count of thecontinued and chronic ailments 
their presence in the system is perpetually 
giving rise to. In their general features—in 
their tendency to become suppressed and re- 
appear again under a more favorable condi- 
tion of the vital forces, the medicinal and 
morbid miasms, Dr. K. observed, strongly re- 
sembled each other, and there was one fact 
connected with their re-development which 
was deserving of notice—it was that on the 
re-appearance of these affections, the symp- 
toms seemed always to recur in a sort of in- 
verse order, the disease travelling back, as it 
were, through all its morbid stages. He had 
noticed this, recently, in a case of chronic 
disease, treated by him. The patient com- 
plained, soon after taking the medicines, of 
pains in the limbs, and remarked one day that 
they resembled, very much, the symptoms he 
| had felt during an attack of fever and ague 
On continuing the 





several years previously. 
remedies, observed Dr. K., the pains became 
| worse, and at length, much to his surprise, the 
patient was favored with a return of his chills 
and fever in all their original intensity. The 
matter was soon explained, however. On in- 
| quiry he found that the patient had suppressed 
the disease by taking large doses of quinine, 
and thus given rise to the chronic condition 
under which he was suffering. In cases of 
this description, continued Dr. K., the medical 
and morbid miasms seem to become blended 
as it were, and exhibit symptoms of a com- 
pound character. He was aware that in this 
tendency of miasms, of a similar nature, to 
unite with each other, no new idea was pre- 
sented to the homeopathist, as our records 
were filled with cases of the kind, but in a 


important and deserving of consideration. 

Dr. Curtis observed that Hahnemann had 
noticed the fact referred to by Dr. Kirby, re- 
specting the order in which the symptoms of 
chronic disease recurred when the latter were 
re-developed, and said that he had made it a 
matter of special comment. 

Dr. Donovan observed that he was treating 
a case of intermittent which had been sup- 





pressed about a year since by quinine or some 





posological point of view, he thought the fact _ 
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other febrifuge. The patient had been ever 
since in miserable health, had suffered from 
time to time from slight returns of the chills, 
and a few days since, after experiencing some 
mental emotion, had a recurrence of the at- 


tack. He had given Ignatia on account of 


the moral condition of the patient, and the ex- | 
treme thirst accompanying the chill, but the 


remedy, instead of relieving, had only seemed | 


to develope the disease more fully, as it had | 
| dependent on reflex irritation, were, he be- 


The 


now returned in all its original intensity. 


Ignatia did not meet, he said, all the symp- | 


toms, there being thirst during the hot as well 
as the cold stage, and he had determined on 


giving the Capsicum, which seemed to corres- | 
He had never | 


pond better with the case. 
used the remedy, however, in intermittents, 


and could only infer from its pathogenesis, | 


that it was applicable to such symptoms as he 
had detailed. 
Dr. Guy, stated that he had treated a case 


of Tertian ague, recently, with Capsicum. | 
The patient complained of pain in the head, | 


The | 


and of thirst during the chill and fever. 
Capsicum was given, at first, in a low potency, 
and the disease, after two or three slight re- 


turns of the chill, disappeared, but returned | 
Capsi- | 


again in full force on the 14th day. 
cum of the 30th was then administered during 


the apyrexia, and the disease, after a return | 
| pending on these troubles. 


of the chill on the regular day, disappeared. 


Dr. Metcalf observed that he thought the | 
recurrence of the affection on the 14th day | C#lcarea were given, under the use of which 
}, | the patient soon recovered. 


could not be attributed to the remedy which 
had been given, as this class of diseases had a 
peculiar tendency to return at such intervals. 
Dr. Guernsey expressed the same opinion, 
and remarked that in three cases, recently, 
under his care, he had particularly noticed 
this return of the affection after an interval of 
14 days. 

Dr. Donovan observed that there was one 
remedy for intermittents, to which he would 
call the attention of the Academy. It was 
the Daphne Mezereum. He attended, some 
months ago, a Jady for an attack of intermit- 
tent of a quotidian type, characterised by vio- 
lent chills, with intense thirst during the chill, 
the thirst being increased by drinking. There 
was little or no febrile reaction following the 
chill, but the patient complained of pain and 
tenderness in the lumbar region and of vio- 
lent colic and splenetic stitches. She was suf- 
fering from Leucorrheea also, and in the right 


inguinal region there was a spot exhibiting 


considerable tenderness to The 
case was one evidently dependent on ovarian 


pressure, 


irritation, the moral condition of the patient, 
who was of a fretful, irritable mood, starting 
at the least noise, also indicating the ovaries 
as the seat of the affection, the disease being, 
in fact, a Hysteria masked by the forms of in- 
termittent fever, rather than an attack of 
bona fide ague. Intermittents of this kind, 


lieved, extremely unmanageable, unless the 


seat of the irritation could be discovered so as 


to get a perfect expression of the disease. In 
this case, luckily, the group of symptoms was 
complete, the pain and tenderness in the lum- 


| bar and inguinal regions, pointing out the seat 


of the affection. Imgnatia, Coceulus and one 


| or two other medicines were given, but none of 


the ordinary remedies seemed to meet the 
symptoms, and after a careful examination of 
the Materia Medica, the Mezereum was se- 
lected as the remedy best adopted to the case. 
Its pathogenesis corresponded admirably with 


the symptoms of the disease, and it suc- 


| ceeded as he had anticipated in arresting it. 





The Mezereum, however, did not check en- 
tirely the leucorrhea, or remove altogether 
the ovarian irritation, its action being limited 
apparently to the sympathetic affections de- 
To remove those 
local difficulties the Staphysagria, Conium, and 


Dr. Kinsly said that the remarks on the em- 
ployment of Capsicum reminded him of a case 
of sore throat, im which he had recently em- 
ployed this remedy. The patient described 
the pain as of a burning, stinging character, 
and said it felt as if she had been swallowing 
Cayenne pepper. Taking advantage of the 
hint, Capsicum was administered, and the 
affection of the throat disappeared. 


Dr. Metcalf remarked that another remedy, 
the Mansanello, was peculiarly applicable to 
cases of this character. It produced, he continv. 
ed, like the Capsicum, a kind of stinging, smart- 
ing, extending from the pharynx to the @sopha- 
gus, which did not seem as in other agents to 
be produced by the mere local action of the 
drug, but appeared to be a purely dynamic 
effect. The Mansanello, Dr. M. further re- 
marked, was likely to prove of use in bowel 
complaints, as diarrh@a of an extremely vio. 
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lent and long continued character was among 
its most prominent symptoms. 

Dr. Cox referred to two cases of nocturnal 
enuresis he had recently cured by giving the 
Benzoic Acid. One of the patients was a 
girl of 9 years of age, the other a young lady 
of 18. The medicine was employed in the 
Ist trituration, and was taken morning and 
evening. ‘ The cases were interesting,” Dr. 
C. continued, “as the difficulty had existed 
for some time, and had resisted all the usual 
remedies. In the girl,” he observed, “ there 
had been for a short time a slight return of 
the affection, but on administering the Acid 
again, it was promptly and permanently sub- 
dued.” 

Dr. Metcalf remarked, “That it would 
have been well had the character of the urine 
been observed in these cases. The Benzoic 
Acid was remarkable,” he said, “ for its giving 
a jumentous* odor to this secretion ; and it 
would have been interesting to know whether 
its curative action was limited or not to cases 
having this peculiar symptom.” 

Dr. Guy mentioned a case of enteritis oc- 
curring in a child, complicated, as he thought, 
with intersusception of a portion of intestine. 
The child, when he first saw it, was con- 
stantly retching, and seemed to be in extreme 
pain. He prescribed Ipecac., but this doing 
no good, he was sent for, and on seeing the 
child again, found it in a state of extreme pros- 
tration, and the vomiting of a stercoraceous 
character. Opium was given, and repeated in 
half an hour, but finding it of little benefit re- 
course was had to the 4th of Plumbum. This 
was perfectly successful; the vomiting and 
other symptoms disappearing after the second 
dose of the remedy. 

Dr. Curtis remarked, “ That he had em- 
ployed the Plumbum in a similar case some 
years since, and with like success. The case 
was attended,” he said, “by stercoraceous 
vomiting, which ceased immediately after the 
administration of the medicine. He had em- 
ployed the Acetas Plumbi in this case, and 
had used it in its ordinary form.” 

Dr. Cox then related to the Academy two 
cases of inguinal hernia he had prescribed for 
within a short time, in both of which the ho- 
meeopathic remedies had been perfectly suc- 





* Like that of a working horse. 





cessful. Nux. and Veratrum, of the 3d trity- 
ration, given every half hour, were the reme. 
dies employed, and under their use the protru- 
sion had entirely disappeared, without the 
taxis being resorted to. “ The case of the 
adult was interesting,” he said, “ as the her- 
via had existed for some time, and was much 
swollen ; the family having made several un. 
successful attempts to reduce it. Stercora- 
ceous vomiting, extreme prostration, and other 
symptoms indicating strangulation of the in- 
testine were present,” he said, “‘ and so hope- 
less did he consider the case, that he proposed 
an operation as offering the only chance of es - 
cape. The remedies were resorted to, how- 
ever, and after using the Nux. with little or no 
effect, resort was had to Aconite and Vera- 
trum, under the use of which, the patieut 
grew rapidly better, and he was surprised on 
visiting him in the morning to find the hernia 
had entirely disappeared.” 

The conversations were then closed, and 
the Academy adjourned. 


T. W. DONOVAN, M. D. 
Clinical Reporter. 


A CASE. 


Read before the Hahnemann Academy of 
Medicine, at its meeting in June, 1851, by 
J.T. Curtis, M. D., of New-York. 


While prescribing Jast winter for a member 
of a family, in which I have long been medi- 
cal adviser, I was requested by the mistress of 
the house to suggest something which might 
be of use to a favorite mocking bird, which 
had for several months suffered from a cough, 
since the advent of which he had drooped and 
lost his musical ardor. During this time he 
sometimes moped the greater part of the day, 
incessantly opening his bill, apparently breath- 
ing with difficulty and giving vent to a short 
sound like sneezing. A bird fancier who was 
consulted on the occasion diagnosed the mala- 
dy as a cough, and recommended liquorice 
water as a drink, which was tried without any 
appreciable effect. On reviewing the case of 
the little feathered patient, I remembered that 
the trials of Bromine upon which we predicate 
its application in Trachetis and Croup were 
made upon pigeons, and I was struck by its 








——--~ 
———— 


d tritu- 
) Teme. 


protru- 
it the 
of the 
16 her- 
| much 
“al Un- 
rcora- 
| other 
he in- 
hope- 
posed 
of es. 
how- 
or no 
Vera- 
atient 
ed on 


ernia 


and 













ee ew iy, 8D 






MS ie 











































THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF HOMCZOPATHY. 47 





adaptation to this instance, the interest of Those who would be M. D.’s, enna to y he 
which grows out of the fact, that the pathoge- | the last persons to speak of “ ignorant out- 
nesis of the remedy was made on birds. In | | siders.”” 
Noack and Trinks, under the head of the) Homeopathy is rapidly gaining friends in 
Path. Anat. of Bromine, we find in the trial | this city, as indeed it is wherever truly prac- 
on doves, “ Inflammation of the larynx, tra- | ticed, 
chea and ramifications, marked by slight red- | Yours truly, 
dish stripes, and by a dull red color, especially D. L. STEWART, M.D. 
about the glottis ;’ again, “‘ Severe inflamma- 
tion of the larynx and trachea, with exudation 
of plastic lymph, almost blocking up the tubes.’ 
Not having a preparation of this remedy at MEDICAL APPOINTMENT. 
hand, I prescribed Hepar Sulph. as a substi-| ‘The supervisors of Albany County, N. Y., 
tute, but, as I learned a short time after, with- | jaye appointed Dr. B. Springsteed, a member 
out success. I then advised Bromine 6th, a| of the American Institute of Homeopathy, 
few pellets to be put daily in the drink. The | the county physician. ‘The period is near at 
result was a speedy cure, which the duration | | hand when Homeopaths will be sought for 
of the malady and its resistance to mild wea- | to supply the medical departments of the 
ther during last summer leaves fairly attribu- | public institutions of this country. We are 
table to Bromine. } not at all surprised at the above appointment, 
The above facts in the symptomatology of | because the mortality in the Albany County 
Bromine point forcibly to its use in genuine | Alms House, by Allopathic treatment, should 
Croup, and I ought, perhaps, not to omit the | have moved the supervisors long ago to the 
passing remark, that in my experience it ap- | | protection of the sick poor against Allopathic 
proaches more nearly the rank of a specific, in | medication, which is known to be very perni- 
this deadly melady, than any other drug in| cious. The course of Allopaths towards Ho- 
our Materia Medica. | meeopaths is unwise, and it is remarkable they 
do not see it. The daily disclosure to the 
re public mind of a disposition in our opponents 
| to stain the character and lessen the reputa- 
tion of Homeopathic practitioners, and the 
designed misrepresentation of Homeopathy 
New Albany, Ind., June 3d, 1851 ‘| itself, which, taken in connection with the 
| notoriously unsuccessful treatment of diseases 
| Allopathically, rapidly tends to the overthrow 
of the Allopathic school in this country. Was 
it not that that school is ‘‘ stone blind ; ” ** deaf 
as an adder and conscience hardened ” as with 
an hot iron, it would perceive its low, pitiable 
and contemptible state. There are destruc- 
tive elements at work in its own vitals, yet 
like a consumptive, with a hoarse, hollow, 
weak and death-reminding voice, it pretends 
to be improving, although it is known to every- 
body, that its end is rapidly approaching. 
Such is the position of things at the present 
moment, that it is imposible to saye the Allo- 
pathic school, however great the effort so to 
do. Every movement that school makes in 
its members individually, in its sectional socie- 
ties, whether secret or open, in its county and 
state societies, in its colleges, academies and 
conventions, gives a fresh impetus to the 
spread of Homeopathy. 











[For the American Journal of Homcopathy.] 


Dr. Kirsy, 

Dear Sin: In the June number of your 
interesting Journal, I noticed a communica- 
tion purporting to be from Thomas J. Griffith, 
stating, ‘that the attempt to teach Homeo- 
pathy in an Allopathic College in Louisville, 
Ky., ended in an utter failure, &c. 

Permit me to correct that statement. The 
attempt to teach Homeopathy in an Allopathic 
College in Louisville, Ky., has never been | 
made, 

Again, I wish it distinctly understood, that 
[had no part or lot in the meeting, (if there 
was one) got up to do Prof. J. Gilman honor. 

I did not even know anything about it, un- 
til I saw the proceedings as published in your 
paper with my name as one of the committee. 
I thank the gentlemen for the honor intended 
me, but would be still more obliged if they 
would, hereafter, consult me when they wish 
‘o use my name in any of their mummery. 
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THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF 
HOMCEOPATHY. 


The session of the Institute, for 1851, was 
held in New Haven, Ct. Dr. Wm. E. Payne, 
of Bath, Me., was elected President. Dr. 
Swazey, of Springfield, Mass., General Sec- 
retary. Dr. Charles Foote, of New Haven, 
Ct., Assistant Secretary, and Dr. S. R. Kirby, | 
of New-York City, Treasurer. 

| 





Dr. Swazey delivered an interesting dis- 
course to a large and intelligent audience on | 
life, disease, and the law of cure. 

The business of the Institute was conducted 
with harmony, and the progress of Homeo- 
pathy is cheering to her friends. 

The proceedings will be published soon, 
when our readers may expect a more ex- | 
tendedwmotice of the late session, which closed 
on the 12th ult. 

The next meeting will be held on the 3d | 
Wednesday of May, 1852, in the City of Bal- | 
timore, Md. Dr. S. R. Kirby was appointed | 
to deliver the Annual Address. 

| 





HOMCOPATHIC PHYSICIANS. 


A Homeopathic Physician, desirous of liv- 
ing in a country town, with a population of | 
15,000 inhabitants, distant one hour’s ride to | 
the City of New-Yerk, on the railroad, may 
hear of suck a situation by application to Dr. 
Kirsy. 

June 6, 1851. 


| 
| 
| 


The article “ Abuse of Cold Water,” in the | 
June Number, should have been credited to | 
the N. A. Jour. of Homeopathy. | 


NEW PROPOSITION. 


As we desire to extend the circulation of 
this Journal as far as possible, we have con- 
cluded to make the following proposition to | 
physicians and the friends of Homeopathy, 
which we hope will be responded to without 
delay, viz.:—We will send eight copies to | 
one Post office for five dollars ($5) ; twenty | 
copies for ten dollars ($10) ; fifty copies for | 
twenty dollars ($20), cash in advance. 

Volumes 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 of this Journal may be had, at 
$1 00 each, of Messrs. Rademacher & Sheek, Philadel- 

hia; Otis Clapp, Boston; and of the Editor, 762 
roadway, New-York. 


J. F. Desitver, 112 Main Street, Cincin- 
nati, is an agent for this Journal. 


Subscribers in Philadelphia, Pa., may re- | 
ceive this Journal regularly through Rape- | 
macHER & Sueex, 239 Arch Street. 


DOMESTIC HOMGIOPATRY. 


Just published : Dr. C. Herine’s Domestic Pi; 
Sicran, revised, with additions, from the author's 
manuscript of the Seventh German edition. Cor 
taining, also, a Tabular Index of the medicines, ani 
the diseases in which they areused. Fifth American 
Edition, 515 pp. 8vo. Price $2. Published }) 
RapemMacHEerR & Sueex, and for sale by 

Wm. Radde, 322 Broadway, New-York. 

Otis Clapp, 23 Sciiool-st., Boston. 

N. C. Peabody, 13 West-st., Boston. 

J. G. Weasethaft, 64 North 4th-st., St. Louis. 

J. G. Backefen, Pittsburgh. 

J. F. Desiiver, Cincinnati. 

H. Hupfeld, 274 Market-st., Baltimore. 

W. H. Foz, Natchez. 

(¢ The subscribers can also furnish Dr. C. 1! 
ring’s Domestic Physician at the same price in t; 
French, (2d edition,) Spanish and German, (6th ec 
tion,) languages. Dr. Hering’s Domestic Physicia: 
in either language, with a Family Medicine-Chest 
containing all the medicines the book calls for, ( 
remedies,) price $10,00. 

RADEMACHER & SHEEK, 
jyl 3m 239 Arch-st., Philadelphia 


“) TO 

J. F. DESILVER, 
112 Main-st., Cincinnati, Ohio, 
Is the Agent for the West, of the Homeopathic Phar- 
macy at Leipsic. Physicians and others can always 
be supplied at this establishment with pure medicines 
adapted to the Homa@opathic system of treatment ; 
medicine chests suited to Dr. Hering’s Domestic Phy 
cian ; refined sugar of milk, &c. Also Agent for the 
American Journal of Homeopathy, edited by Dr 
Kirspy, New-York; a monthly publication at One 
Dollar a year—and adapted to lay readers. 


Homeopathic Medical College 
or 
PENNSYLVANIA, 
Located in Filbert Street, above Eleventh, 
PHILADELPHIA, 

The Lectures of the regular course will commence 
annually on the first Monday of November, and con- 
tinue until the first of March ensuing. 

Preliminary Lectures will be delivered in the College 


from the first Monday of October until the commence- 
ment of the regular course. 





Amount of fees for a full course of Lectures, . $100 00 


Students who have attended two full eourses 
in other schools, ae eee ee 
Matriculation fee, paid only once. . . 
Practical Anatomy, Bete ‘eye 
Graduation fee, heer gw ak. fo O 
The Commencement wi!l take place early in March. 


FACULTY. 

Cares B. Marruews, M.D., Professor of Materia 
Medica and Therapeutics. 

WituaM 8. Hetmortn, M. D., Professor of Homeo 
pathic Institutes, and the Practice of Medicine. 

Samvxrw Freevwey, M. D., Professor of Botany and 
Medical Jurisprudence. 

Cuartes NerpuarD, M.D., Professor of Clinical 
Medicine. 

Watrer Witttamson, M.D., Professor of Obstet- 
rics and the Diseases of Women and Children. 

Avan E. Smaut, M.D., Professor of Physiology 
and Pathology. 

Mattusw Sempce, M.D., Professor of Chemistry 
and Toxicology. 

Francis Sims, M.D., Professor of Surgery. 

Wituiam A. Garpiner, M.D., Professor of Anc- 
tomy. 

J. B. Peraersrivee, M.D., Demonstrator of Ana- 
tomy. 

W. Wittumsox, M.D, Dean, ®% North Eleventh 


30 00 
5 00 
10 00 


| Street, Philadelphia, 





